
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND

COMMUNICATIONS OF THE REPUBLIC OF ESTONIA

AND

THE MINISTRY OF ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION

TECHNOLOGY OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA

ON

COOPERATION IN THE FIELD

OF E-GOVERNANCE AND EMERGING DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

The Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communications of the Republic of Estonia and the

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology of the Republic of India (hereinafter

individually referred to as a Participant” and jointly referred to as the Participants”);

RECOGNIZING the role of bilateral cooperation. exchange of experience and know-how in the

implementation of c-Governance. emerging digital technologies. cyber security and innovation &

startups initiatives of their respective countries;

C DESIRING to facilitate cooperation in the field of c-Governance. emerging digital technologies.

cyber security and innovation & startups through Capacity Building programmes and other

collaborative activities designed to improve the relationship between the Participants;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT of meeting between HE. Minister of Entrepreneurship and

Information Technology of Estonia and I Ion’ble Minister of Law & Justice and Electronics & IT

of India was held on 8 March 2018. During the meeting both sides agreed that c-Governance and

development of entrepreneurship are promising areas of boosting economic cooperation and

desired that low cost cyher security solutions, enhancement ofNKN connectivity and cooperation

between the entrepreneurs to be explored tinder the ICT cooperation.

PURSUANT TO the prevailing laws and regulations of their respective countries:

HAVE reached the following understanding:



ARTICLE I

Objectives

The objectives of this MoU are in furtherance of c-Governance. cyber security, emerging digital

technologies and innovation & startups to the mutual benefit of both Participants by means of

capacity building and training programmes. exchange of best practices, exchange of public

officials and experts, development of pilot or demo solutions of IT sectors, thcilitation of private

sector contacts and by such other means as may he jointly decided by the Participants. in

accordance ith the applicable national laws, rules anti regulations of the respective countries.

ARTICLE 2

Areas of Cooperation & Implementation Plan

The cooperation under this MoU in the sphere of c-Governance, emerging technologies and

technological startups will be implemented by means of:

(a) Exchange of materials and inthrmation on current developments and sharing of learning’s,

best practices. publications and documentation:

(h) Human resource development or training of officials through joint training programmes

between the officials of the Participants. faculty and student exchange between the

Participants and exchange of study tours:

(c) National Knowledge Network (NKN) of Estonia and India has manN ongoing projects

( including peering with Tallinn University of lechnology (TalTech) through GEANT to

promote innovation-based collaboration between our two counirics and are willing to

enhance a GRID-based research network between India and other Universities of Estonia;

(d) Organizing joint workshops, seminars and other activities: conducting annual/biannual

bilateral workshops alternatively in Estonia and India:

(e) Exploring possibilities of third country capacity building programmes;

(0 Promoting institutional cooperation among academic and training institutions of both

countries for capacity building in the sphere of c-Governance, emerging digital

technologies and technological startups;



(g) Development of innovative c-Governance solutions through pilot/demo or mutual

assistance in implementation of such projects;

(Ii) Innovations in thc area of emerging digital technologies and its applications, especially.

artificial intelligence, machine learning, data analytics. robotics, visual data processing.

virtual reality ete;

(i) Promotion of collaboration between the incubation and startup ecosystems in both

countries in a mutually beneficial manner with the aim of creating partnerships and foster

cooperation between startups and their partners in the ecosystems of both countries through

establishment of connections between relevant institutions of both Participants as

appropriate:

(j) Facilitating business to business cooperation for development of entrepreneurship through

facilitations of contacts between Angel investors, Venture Capitals and Startups and IT

companies;

(k) Cooperation in the area of cyber security and explore the possibility of cyber security

cooperation between CERT-In and CERT-EE;

(I) Secondments or other consultation of public officials and subject matter experts when

feasible; and

(rn)Such other ways within the purview of this MoU as the Participants may approve upon.

ARTICLE 3

Coordinating Joint Working Group

I) The MoU will be implemented by establishing a Joint Working Group (JWG) on

cooperation activities (hereinafter referred to as “the JWG”) composed of representatives

of the two Participants. The composition of the Working Group and key deliverables will

be identified and will be agreed by the Participants before each meeting of the Working

Group.

2) The Joint Working Group will nominate points of contact (hereinafter referrcd to as POC)

for defining methodologies, mechanisms and procedures for the development of the each

of the activities provided in the MoU, including the feasibility and the financial

requirements and report back to the JWG for eoncurrences.



3) The Joint Working Group will meet at least once in a year. the meeting location will be

exchanged respectively between Participants: tshereas videocontrcnce options and other

communications technologies can also be used when feasible and agreed upon by both

Participants.

4) In case of specific projects evolving out of this MoU. a separate agreement will be signed

between the respective designated institution or institutions under this MoU

ARTICLE 4

Selection of Trainees, Experts. Public Officials, Startups and Industry Representatives

The selection of trainees. experts, public officials, startups and industry representatives to undergo

training or secondment by the Participant seconding the public officials sill be the responsibility

of the Participant concerned and the other Participant would approve to accept the officials. The

public officials. experts. trainees, startups and industry representatives ofa Participant selected for

training or secondrnent in the country of the other Participant must have a working knowledge of

English.

ARTICLE 5

Funding and Resource on Training. Visits and Other Cooperation Initiatives

I) The conduct of cooperative activities., carried out in accordance with this MoL will be

( subject to availability of funds and other resources available nith the Participants.

2) The JWG will, in reproducible form and on cases by case basis, decide as to which

Participant will bear the expenditure in respect of the exchange of materials and

information, organizing ofjoint workshops or other events, development of pilot or demo

solutions, and other cooperation initiatives under this MoU.

ARTICLE 6

Intellectual Property Rights

I) Each Participant will ensure appropriate protection of Intellectual Property Rights

(hereinafter referred to as IPR) generated from various cooperation pursuant to this MotJ.



consistent with their respective laws, rules and regulations and international agreements to

which both Participants are committed.

2) The Participants will not assign any rights and obligations arising out ofthe IPR generated

to inventions/activities carried out under this MoU to any third party without written

consent of the other Participant.

ARTICLE 7

Confidentiality of Information

Neither Participant will disclose or distribute any confidential information that is supplied by the

other, in the conduct of cooperative activities under this MoU, to any third party, except as and to

extent authorized in writing by the Participant supplying/ providing such information or when

required by law in force in the country of that Participant.

ARTICLE 8

Amendment

The Participants may amend this MoU as and when required by mutual written agreement in

accordance with the respective applicable laws of the Participants.

ARTICLE 9

Dispute Settlement

The Participants will settle any dispute or difference regarding the interpretation and application

of this MoU amicably through consultation and negotiation.

ARTICLE 10

Coming into Effect, Duration and Termination

I) i’his MoU supersedes the earlier MoU on mutual cooperation on Information Technologies

and Services signed betveen the Participants on 2gth September 2000.

2) This MoU supersedes the Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of

Economic Affairs and Communications of the Republic of Estonia and the Ministry of



Communications and Information Technology of the Republic of India on Cooperation iii

the Field of Capacity Building in the Sphere of c-Governance, signed at New Delhi on 6

February 2014.

3) Cooperation under this MoU will come into effect from the date of its signature by’ the

authorised representatives of the Participants and will remain in force for a period of live

(5) years. Thereafter, it will automatically be renewed for Iuirther periods of three years at

a time, unless either Participant gives 6 (six) months’ written notice in advance through the

diplomatic channels to the other Participant of its intention to terminate this MoU.

4) The termination of the MoU will not affect cooperative activities already in progress in

accordance with the terms of this MoU.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undrsigned. being duly authorized by their respective

Governments, have signed this MoU on 2.1k day of 2019, in two originals each in

I lindi and English languages, all the te’t4 being equally authentic. In case of divergence in

interpretation, the English text will prevail.

Ministry of Economic Affairs and Ministry of Electronics and Information
Communications of the Republic of Estonia Technology of the Republic of India

tatio


